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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Comment was com- 
poſed to be preached to a Country Con- 
gregation of Proteſtants, as a Sermon ; 
and the Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, 
that the Author 58 95 ü bed it in its 
briginal Stat, ox? 
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Cbriſtian Brethren, 


8 I have thought proper upon 
this occaſion to offer you a com- 
ment upon a part of that creed in 
your common- prayer book, common- 
ly called the Apoſtles' Creed, it may 
not perhaps be unacceptable to ſome 
of you to know why it has this title 
of ks Apoſtles' Creed, when it is well 
known to perſons converſant in the 
hiſtory of the church, that it was not 
written by any of the Apoſtles. It 
was a cuſtom to call thoſe churches 
apoſtolic churches, in which any A- 
poſtle had perſonally taught, parti- 
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cularly if he had reſided long there. 
Many ſuch churches had been eſta- 
bliſhed in the eaſt, but none but that 
—> of Rome in the weſt; ſo that in the 
welt, whoever ſpoke of the apoſtolic 
church, was fuppoſed to mean the 

church of Rome—and thus the bi- 
ſhop of Rome was called the apoſtolic 
biſhop; the faith of that church the 
apoſtolic faith; and the creed uſed 
in it, the apoſtolic creed, now called 

the Apoſtles'. „ 

I hope now you may ſafely be- 
heve, that this creed is no more than 
a confeſſion of faith, drawn up by 
the church of Rome, as was common 
in all the moſt eminent churches of 
that time; and that conſequently it 
is a mere human compoſition, which 
you may admit or reject as you find 
it can, or cannot be proved by holy 
ſcripture. I am afraid it may preju- 
dice you againſt this creed, when you 
are told, that it originated with the 
biſhop of Rome, now known by the 
name of the pope of Rome; and if 
it be fairly and impartially examined 


by 


3 
. by the divine ſtandard of truth, as 
found in the goſpel, ſome errors, 1 
am perſuaded, will be detected. 
Theſe errors, which are moſt of 
them additions to the original creed, 
and introduced to countenance reli- 
gious party-diſputes at the time, I 
{hall take the liberty to correct or re- 
ject, and give you my reaſons for 
this as I read it; and that you may 
compare it, with theſe alterations, to 
that in your common-prayer book, 
it will not be improper to turn to it. 
I believe in God, the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son, 
our Lord; who was conceived bx of 
the Holy Ghoſt, (Spirit I read it; 
for the word Ghoſt 1s not uſed now 
in ſach a ſenſe as it is in this creed); 
born of the Virgin Mary; ſuffered 
under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he deſcended in- 
to haſ® Abe deſcended into hell 1 leave 
out, becauſe it was not in the creed 
till 400 years after Chriſt); the third 
day he roſe again from the dead, (I 


Weir eee read 
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read it, he was raiſed again from the 
dead; becauſe his reſurrection, in 
the New Teſtament, is conſtantly 
aſcribed to the Father); he aſcended 
into heaven, and ſitteth at the right - 
hand of God, the Father Almighty; 
from thence he ſhall come to judge 
the quick and the dead, (the /iving 
and the dead; becauſe quick does 
not ſignify living in our language at 
preſent; though, as oppoſed here to 
dead, you may probably underitand 
it in that ſenſe). I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, (as before) the holy ca- 
tholic church, the communion of 
ſaints, (I omit theſe words—the ho- 
ly catholic church, the communion of 
ſaints; becauſe catholic was added 300 
years after Chriſt, and the communion 
of ſaints ſome hundred years later). 
Now, if theſe three laſt-mentioned 
articles of the creed —which I have 
briefly given you my reaſons for re- 
jecting—had been as ancient as the 
reſt, hey are ſo obſcure, and ſo un- 
determinate in the:r meaning, that 
they thould not be admitted 1 imo a 

4 - ſolemn 


* 
ſolemn declaration of our faith be- 
fore Almighty God. I make no al- 


teration in the following articles of + 


the creed; and ſhall now proceed to 
examine whether, without the arti- 
cles which I have rejected, it be 
founded upon the genuine and ori- 
ginal doctrine of ſcripture. 

I believe in God—Belief is an aſſent 
of the mind to a matter propoſed to 
it, upon ſufficient teſtimony, whe- 
ther that teſtimony be divine or hu- 
man: But in this creed it may pro- 
perly enough be conſidered in a more 
extenſive ſenſe, as expreſſing our be- 
lief in the exiſtence and attributes of 
God; that is, we profeſs to believe 
that there 1s one God, and but one 
God, over or above all. Thus ſaith 
the Lord, the King of Ifrael, and 
his Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, I 
am the firſt, and I am the laſt; and 
beſide me there is no God, (Iſa. xliv. 
6). I am the Lord, and there is 
none elſe; there is no God beſides 
me. (Iſa. xlv. 5). He is the crea- 
tor, the firſt cauſe of all things, who 

conſtantly 
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conſtantly ſupports and protects eve- 
ry created being; ſo that we, his ra- 
tional creatures, are ſtrictly obliged 
to worſhip him for all his bleſſings 
beſtowed upon us, and him enlx, as 
no other. being has, nor can have, 
any ſhare in the original dona- 
tion of theſe bleſſings. Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve. (Matt. 
iv. 10). But this one God, this 
higheſt and only Independent Be- 
ing, is likewiſe ſtiled, in this creed, 
the Father Almighty, Maker of beaven 
and earth, in a very endearing man- 
ner, as haying brought us into be- 
ing, as providing us with all things 
neceſſary in this life, and promiſing 
us, upon our 'obemence, that, in a 
future life, as his children, we {hall 
be heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt. (Rom. viii. 7). 1 am per- 
ſuaded you will require no proof, 
that the Father is almighty, and the 
maker of heaver. and earth; but as 
ſome learned chriſtians beheve that 
the Supreme Being made uſe of Je- 
ſus 


AS 


' fas Chriſt as his inftrument in mak- 
ing the worlds, I ſhall but juſt ob- 
ſerve, that if this opinion be true, 
we may {till juſtly profeſs and be- 
lieve, that God is the maker of hea- 
ven and earth: For if Jeſus Chriſt 
were the inſtrumental maker of the 
worlds, as a created being himſelf, 
he could have no power to perform 
this but what was given him by the 
Father; and thus the Father, ac- 
cording to a figure of ſpeech com- 
mon in both facred and profane au- 
thors, may be ſaid to do it himſelf. 
I will mention but one example of 
this manner of expreſſion, which is 
familiar to you all: In the fourteenth 
chapter of his goſpel, Matthew ſays, 
that Herod fent, and beheaded John 
in the priſon; i. e. ſent a perſon 
with a warrant, power, or authority, 
from him, to behead John. This 1s 
evident, from Mark's account of the 
ſame tranſaction: And immediately 
the king (i. e. Herod) ſent an execu- 
tioner, and commanded his head to 
be brought; and he (i. e. the execu- 

tioner) 


( ro ) 


Gen went, and beheaded him in 


the priſon. 


And (I believe) in Je/us Cbri it, bis 
only Son, our Lord, Our Saviour is 
here repreſented, by his name, Je- 


 fus Chriſt; by his peculiar charac- 


ter, as the only Son of God; and by 
his dominion, as our Lord. Feſur 
is his proper name, and ſignifies 
Saviour; Chriſt, or Meſſias, 5 Rich 
ſignifies anointed. In the law, what- 
ever was anointed was thereby ſer 
apart, as ordained to ſome ſpecial 
uſe or office; and therefore, by unc- 
tion or anointing with oil, we muſt 


underſtand conſecration, ordination, 
and other ſimilar ceremonies. The 


ne that is anointed ſignifies the 
igh prieſt, becauſe he'was ordained 
to that office hy unction. Moreover, 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt anoint Aaron and his 
ſons, and conſecrate them, that they 
may miniſter unto me in the prieſt's 

office. (Exod. xxx. 30). When 


therefore Jeſus is called the Meihas 


Or 
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or Chriſt the Anointed, and that 
long after anointing with oil had 
ceaſed, it fignifies that he was a per- 
{on ſet apart by God, and advanced 
to the higheſt offices, ſuch as before, 
among the Jews, had been conferred 
by pouring oil upon the heads of the 
officers. 


And (I believe) in Fe efus Chriſt, his 


only Son, our Lord; who was conceived 
v4 the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin 
Mary; /ju red under Pontius Pilate; 


was crucified, dead, and buried ; the 
third day he was ra: iſed from the dead; 
he aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at 
the right-hand of God, the Father Al- 
mighty; from thence he ball come to 
judge the living and the dead. I be- 
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the forgiveneſs - 
F fins, the reſurrection of the body, and 
the life everlaſiing. Amen. 

I put all theſe articles of the creed 
together, becauſe I am perſuaded 
that you are ſo fully convinced of 
the truth of moſt of them, from your. 
own peruſal of the New Teſtament, 
that no particular proof is neceſſary. 


But 
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But as you may perhaps deſire fur- 
ther information upon ſome of them, 


1 ſhall felet thoſe for this purpoſe, 


which I think may not be ſo clearly 
underſtood by you as you could 
wiſh : The firſt, 1 prefurne, may be, 
why Jefus Chriſt 18 here called the 
only ſon of God? Now it is very 
well known by thoſe who have read 
the ſcriptures attentively, that all 
mankind are called ſons of God; 
and the difficulty here, if it be in- 
deed a difficulty, is to aſcertain in 
what ſenſe Jeſus Chriſt is the only 
fon of God. He may be ſo called, 
becauſe an only child 1s in general 
the object of his parents' fondeſt af- 
fection; but as we are aſſured by 
the authors of holy ſcripture, that 
God is no refpecter of perſons, why 
then ſhould Jeſus Chriſt be declared 
by him, as he was at his baptiſm at 
the river Jordan, his beloved ſon, 
with whom he was well pleaſed? 
(Matt. iii. 17). To ſolve this queſ- 
tion, we mu have recourſe to the 
opinion of choſe who, as I mention- 


ed 
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ed before, ſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt 
exiſted with the Father before the 
_ creation, and was that great Celeſtial 


Being, by whom he made the 
worlds, and all creatures they con- 
rain; by whom he communicated 
with Abraham, Moſes, and others 
mentioned in the law and the pro- 
phets, under the character of the Je- 
hovah-Angel, or Miniſter of the co- 
venant; and that, when a great part 
of mankind had corrupted the trae 
religion, and were funk into groſs 
ignorance and idolatry, this only or 
beloved ſon of God voluntarily of- 
fered to be made fleſh, to be born of 
4 woman, to redeem mankind ; that 
is, to make fach a new declaration 
of the will of God, as, if embraced 


and practiſed, would deliver them 


from the dominion and flavery of 
ſin. On account of this voluntary 
humiliation, and earneſt deſire to 
{ave finners, God was pleaſed to call 
him his only or beloved fon, This 
appears to me to be the true ſerip- 
ture doctrine for the reaſons of 


7" Chriſt's 


( 14 ) 


Chrift's incarnation, as it is called, 
or his appearance upon earth in the 
fleſh, or as a man. But I muſt not 
| omit to inform you, that there is 
another ſenſe in which Jeſus Chriſt 
4 may be wath great propriety ſtiled 
che on/y ſon of God; and that is, as 
be was conceived by the Holy Spirit, as 
is expreſſed in the following article 
of this creed: To this purport was 
the declaration of the angel to the 
Virgin Mary; the Holy Spirit ſhall 
come upon thee, and the power of 
the moſt Higheſt thall. overſhadow 
thee; therefore alſo that holy off- 
ſpring {hall be called De ſon of God, 
(Luke i. 35). And as he was con- 
ceived in this miraculous manner, 
without the intervention of any hu- 
man father; that is, in ſuch a man- 
ner as no man was ever conceived 
before, he may, in this ſenſe, be 
properly called the on{y ſon of God. 
But, as I told you before, I am ra- 
ther inclined to think, that he is 
called the only ſon of God, becauſe 
he voluntarily ſubmitted to become 


fleſh, 


15 

fleſh; or a man, that he might be the 
faviour of finfut man. That he had 
employed the great powers beſtowed 
upon him by the Father, in a con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of his miniſtry, 
under the Fewb diſpenſation, muſt 
have been a ſervice well pleafing to 
that Being who wiſhes that all his 
rational creatures may be ſaved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
And when he was degraded to a 
ſtate of human infirmity, but by 
the powerful aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit enabled to execute the ardu- 
ous office of miniſter of the Chriflian 
diſpenſation ; for his faithful diſcharge 
of this important truſt, it pleaſed 
God to exalt him to greater glory in 
heaven than he had enjoyed before, 
and to give him a name which is 
above every name; and that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jefus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. (Philip. 11. 10). In this 
paſſage you will obſerve that the 
Apoſtle lays great ſtreſs upon every 
tongue confeſſing that Jeſus Chriſt 

B 2 18 
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Lord; and as I forgot to explain, this 
in its proper place, I will juſt mention 
its ſignification now. When in this 
creed we profeſs that Jefus Chriſt is 


orr Lord, we profeſs to believe that 
we chriflians. are, in this , preſent 


World, his ſubjects; and that conſe- 


quently he is our Lord, King or Go 
vernor, whom we, ought. to hear or 
obey; and that his kingdom will con- 
tinue, till he has put al enemies un- 
der bis feet. The laft enemy that 
ſhall be deſtroyed is death; 5. 6. he 


— muſt reign till he hath raiſed all his 


faithful ſubjects to life and thus 
have deſtroyed death—and. preſent 
them to his ker, as meet to be par- 
takers of eternal happineſs i in his king- 

dom; then he (Jeſus Chriſt) will de- 
liver. up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father—that —_ may be all; in 
all. (i. Cor. 15). In the form of 


prayer taught us by our Saviour, we 


pray to God that his &ingdom may 
come; by Ling m here we under- 
ſtand particularly his kingdom of 
glory, ! in which he {hall finally be for 
ever 


2 
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ever adored by thoſe, who, through 
a life of virtue and true holineſs, 
JThall be found meet to be partakers | 
of the ' inheritance of the faints in 
light; (Coloſſ. i. 12.) and if we be 
faithful and obedient ſubjects of 
Chriſt in his kingdom on earth, we 
ſhall be joint heirs with him of eter- 
nal happineſs in his Father's kingdom 
in heaven. But you will fay, perhaps, 
that this contradicts what Chriſt ſays 
himſelf - My kingdom is not of this 
world. But he means þy this; my 
kingdom is not like 'the, kingdoms of 
the world, a kingdom of pomp:: and 
grandeur,” and temporal power; but 
my kingdom is ſpiritual, and pfepa- 
ratory for my Father' 8 e in 
heaven. | 

FT hope you now Fe: dena 
what we mean when we call Jeſus 
Chriſt or. Lord; but perhaps you 
may with to know, how he is appoint- 
ed to judge the living and the' dead. 
Both the old and new teſtaments 
mention, that Chriſt ſhould come 
twice into the world, but in very dif 
1 B 


ferent 
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did not allow Jeſu 
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him by force to make him a king, (i. e. 


( 18 ) 
ferent characters ; the firſt time meek 
and lowly, riding upon an aſs; the 
fecond, gloriouſly deſcending from 
heaven with a ſhout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trum- 
pet of God; (1 Theſſ. iv. 16) in 


which you will find a very plain and 


particular account of this ſecond ad- 
vent. One great reaſon why the Jews 
s to be the Meſſias 


or Chriſt, was, that they miſtook this 
ſecond or glorious advent for the firſt. 


Their prejudices would not therefore 


ſuffer them to believe that he, who, 
according to their prophets, was to 


come m the clouds of heaven, and 


have dommion and glory, anda king- 


dom; that all people, nations, and 


Janguag es, ſhould ſerve him, (Dan. 


13, Tad could be a carpenter's ſon ; 
Gale who was ſo far from aſſuming 
the ſtate and dignity of a king, as 


deſcribed in the graf ony juſt men- 


tioned, that when, after he had 


wrought a ſignal miracle, and he per- 


ceived that the ſpectators would take 


a 
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a king in their miſtaken fenſe) he de- 
parted: into a mountain himſelf alone. 
Joh. vi. 15). Such was the meek 
and lowly) Jeſus, while he was our 
teacher upon earth; and in this cha- 
racter we chriſtians are commanded 
to imitate him, in humility, ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and obedience to the will of 
God. But this perſon, apparently ſo 
humble, will appear —as I have juſt 
obſerved— Lin a high and exalted ſta- 
tion, at his ſecond coming, no leſs 
than the mage of the living and tbe 
dead. This is indeed a great and 
important office, in which chriſtians 
are peculiarly intereſted, and which 
ve cannot reflect upon without awful 
dread and trembhng. The Father 
jadg et no man, but hath committed 
all j nt to the Son, (Joh. v. 22). 
For God hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in 
_ righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 

hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
given an afarance unto all men, mn 


that he hath raiſed him from the dead. 
(Acts xvii. 31). For to this end 
Chriſt 


5 20 
Chriſt both died, and roſe, and re- 
vived, that he might be lord both of 
the dead: and living; (Rom. xiv. 9) or, 
as it thould rather have been tranflat- 
ed for to this end Chriſt lived and 
died, and was raiſed again, that he 
mig ht be lord both of the dead and 
brite, He is ſo often repreſented in 
ſcriprure in his judicial character, 
that it is unneceſſary to quote all the 
paſſages which relate to it. I fhall 
only mention upon this occaſion that 
paſlage in Matthew, where he is, with 
great beautiful propriety, repreſented 
as exerciſing this office under the 
ſimilitude of a ſhepherd: When he 
had ordered the unprofitable ſervant, 
(i. e. che ſervant Who had hid his ta- 
lent in the earth) to be caſt into outer 
darkneſs, where there ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnathing of teeth, the E 
vangeliſt adds ; when the ſon of man 
mall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then ſhall he ſit 
upon the throne of his glory; and be- 
fore him ſhall be gathered all nations, 
bow * ſhall ſeparate them one from 


another, 


— ww. 


CF 
another, as a ſhepherd; divideth his 
ſheep from the goats. (Matt. xxiv. 
30, &c.) And this important office 
of judge and Lord of the dead and the 
living, is conferred; upon him, John 
ſays, becauſe he is the ſon of man, 
re 27) that is, becauſe he voluntarily 
tgok pur nature upon him, and knows 
all our weakneſs and infirmities, as 
he was tempted in all things like as 
we are; but executed his ä —— 
with firm and ſteady. obedience to the 
wall of God; and therefore is exalted 
with great glory to that throne, be- 
fore which we muſt all be jndged 
according to our works. You need 
not be told, that he who is qualified 
to judge us in this manner, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be acquainted with all our 
ways, mult know all the ſecrets of our 
hearts: He is called in ſcripture, 
him who ſearcheth the heart, Who 
ſearcheth the reins and hearts. (Rom. 
viii. 27. Rev. ii. 23). You will re- 
collect ſeveral inſtances recorded in 
the Goſpels, of his being endowed 
with this power, during his ſacred 
miniſtry 


6620 
miniſtry on earth; and you will like- 
wiſe recollect, that a ſimilar power of 
knowing the thoughts of men, was 
communicated occaſionally, at leaſt, 
to his Apoſtles; as is partieularly ex- 


emplified in the hiftory- of Anamias 
ws Sapphira, in the Acts: And as 


this power was exereiſed by Chriſt 


upon earth, and he was, after his aſ- 


cenſion, inveſted with greater power, 


authority and glory, we may certain- 
ly conclude, that he is now better 
qualified for ſuch a high office and 
prerogati ve over his ——— But 
you will ſay, that a being of ſuch 
great endowments, capable of creating 
all things, and of ſearching the hearts 
of men, muſt be more than a mere 
created being, muſt be a God. This 
is readily allowed, provided you un- 
derſtand it in that ſenfe, in which 
Moſes and other magiſtrates and great 
officers are called gods in ſcripture, 
i. e. perſons veſted with particular 
power and authority—For in this 


ſenſe, Paul tells us in his firſt epiſtle to 


the Corinthians, there are many tbat 


are 


e 


S e 


t. 
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are called, gods, and many that are. 
called lord. but he immediately 
adds; but to us, there is but one 

God the Father (viii. 5, 6). 

Take care therefore, that ile you 
aſcribe all due honour and glory 
unto Chriſt, and are truly thankful 
for what he did and ſuffered for 
your, ſalvation, you do not ſuppoſe 
him to be the /upreme God, For I 
truſt you, may lately conſider him 
as 4 God in no other ſenſe, than as 
a creature endowed with great ' power 
and authority, by the Father: Al- 
mighty—But you will ſay farther, 
that I have intimated to you before, 
that God the Supreme Being made 

| him the creator of all things. This I 
| own, appears to me probable; and [ 
will now give you my ſentiments upon 
| this point, more particularly. — Lou 
. will remember many paſſages in the 
8 Goſpels, in which it is affirmed that | 
g Chriſt made many who were maim- 4 
8 ed - ſuch, for inſtance, as wanted a | 
J hand, arm, or leg—inſtantaneouſly 
* | 
e 


whole, 


624) | 
whole, or perfect in their metnbers: 
Now, what is this but creation, or, at 
leaſt, giving to matter a new form, 
conſiſtency, and arrangement? A 
power then of this kind is evidently 
a power which God Almight can 
communicate to a creature. Whe- 
ther the Supreme Being firft created 
matter, and Chrift afterwards, by the 
power communicated to him, gave it 
that form and modification which we 
obſerve in what is called the world, 
or all nature, animate and inanimate, 
I cannot pretend to determine; for 1 
will not preſume to be wiſe above 
what is written. Moſes' account of 
the creation, in the firſt chapter of 
Genefis, 1s obſcure, and difficult to be 
underſtood ; ; My opinion in this mat- 
ter is founded more particularly 
upon the new teſtament ; and I muſt 
not negle& to remind you, that in 
this part of the bible you will find, — 
particularly in the epiſtles—frequent 
mention of another creation. This 
means that great ſpiritual or moral 
reformation which was effected by 


the 


( 25 ) 


the goſpel, or the preaching of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ; which is, by a bold 
figure, called a new creation—thus, 
if any be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 
ture, rather a new creation (2 Cor. 
v. 17). And in Jeſus Chriſt neither 
circumciſion is any thing nor uncir- 
cumciſion, but a new creation, (Gal. 
vi. 15). Hence thoſe who faithfully 
embraced and practiſed the religion 
of Chriſt, are aid to put on the new 
man. Put off, according to your for- 
mer converſation (i. e. behaviour or 
conduct, Eph. iv. 22, &c.) the old 
man, which is corrupt, according to 
the deceitful luſts; and be ye renewed 
in the ſpirit, (or rather affections): of 
your mind; and put on the new man, 
which, after God, is created in right- 
eouſneſs and true holineſs. 

But if Chriſt be our creator and 
judge, even in the qualified ſenſe, 
which I have explained, you may 
probably have no objection to pray- 
ing to him, and worſhiping him, as 
you are taught to do in the Litany, and 
many other places in your common- 
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prove yer book—But though you may 


nd many human authorities for ſuch 


. worſhip, I am perſuaded they are not 


warranted by the new teſtament; for 
however ſuch a practice may ſeem to 
be countenanced by the example of 
Stephen when he was ſtoned to death, 
as related in the ſeventh chapter of 
the Acts, yet the caſe is fingular; and 
allowing the word to be properly 
tranſlated, which, in our teſtament, is 
calling ; yet neither this word in Eng- 
liſh, nor the word it is made to repre- 
fent in the original, ſignify properly 
either an act of prayer or worſhip. 
The word in the original may be 


rendered appealing, i. e. appealing 
from the unjuſt ſentence of the Jews, 


to the righteous judgment of Chriſt— 


But we need not infift upon this ſingle 


paſſage; for if chriſtians had then 


required by God to pay rehgious wor- 
ſhip to Chriſt, would not Chriſt or 


his "Apoſtles have given us ſuch clear 


and repeated precepts for this, as 
would . Fr 1 no doubt or ſcruple 
ſa tue cats? 86 far from. this, neither 

11. 


42 


the precepts of Chriſt, nor the prac- 
tice of his Apoſtles, give the leaſt ſanc- 
tion to ſach worſhip. Chriſt himſelf 
prayed, and taught his diſciples to 


pray, to the Father only.—When ye 
pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. as in that 
form of prayer, commonly called the 
Lord's prayer. (Matt. vi. 9. Luke xi. 
2). But you will ſay, there are man 
inſtances in the Evangeliſts, which 
prove that Chriſt was actually wor- 
ſhiped on earth, and that he did not 
forbid, or even diſcountenance, ſuch 
worſhip. It muſt be granted, that, 
according to our tranſlation, Chriſt 
was worſhiped; but we are to con- 
fder how, and in what ſenſe he was 
worſhiped. To worſhip, in every in- 
ſtance of this kind, ſignifies no more 
than to expreſs by actions a great reſ- 
pect or veneration for a perſon. A- 
mong the eaſtern nations it was cuſ- 
tomary for the common people, when 
they approached a prince, or any per- 
ſon of dignity, to proſtrate themſelves, 
i. e. fall down' at his feet, and thus 
teſtify their homage or worſhip of him. 


(e) Johan NT, 28. This 


in the new teſtament; The wiſe men 
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ſtand this cuſtom of worſhipin g. or 
expreſſion of reſpect and veneration, 
in all places of the new teſtament, 
whether it is performed to Jeſus Chriſt 


manded to worſhip God: the Father 
Almighty, the language 1s very dit- 
ferent, as the object of the worſhip is 
very different; ; thou ſhalt worſhip 


ſhalt thou ſerve. | 
The next and laſt article of the 
creed 


This cuſtom obtained among the 
Jews, as we find in various inſtances 


who came from the eaſt, when intro- 
duced into the preſence of Jeſus and 
his mother Mary, ell down and wor- - 
ſÞ1ped him; and Cornelius, a Roman 


tenth chapter of the Acts, when he 
had ſent for Peter to hear the word 


approaching, went to meet him with 


his feet, worſhi ped him; (Acts v. 25). 
and in this ft ene you. muſt under- 


or any other man When we are com- 


the Lord thy God, and Bim only 


( 29 ) 


creed which 1 ſhall examine, is, This | 
lieve in the holy ſbirit. Upon this ar- 
ticle IJ ſhall not perplex you with the 
unintelligible jargon of thoſe, who 
ſuppole the holy ſpirit to be, what 
they call, the third: perſon in the 
trinity, and God, equal to the Father; 
as I flatter. myſelf you have never 
found, nor ever will find, any ſuch 
doctrine in the.new. teſtament, By 
the holy ſpirit then, I underſtand, 
chat aſſiſtance, power, or Knowledge 
which God is pleaſed to communi- 
cate to his prophets and teachers, in 
order to enable them to make known 
his will to men, in ſuch a manner as 
may. moſt effectually convince them 
of a divine commiſſion from him to 
reveal to them his will, and teach 
them the true way to eternal ſalvation. 
Chriſt, before his crucifixion, tells his 
diſciples, that at his requeſt, the Fa- 
ther would ſend them another com- 
forter, which: would abide with them 
to the end of their miniſtry ;-and af- 
terwards informs them that this com- 
forter was the holy ſpirit, which the 
Father 
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( $0 } 
Father would fend in his name, i. e. 
on his account, or to promote the ob- 
ject of his miffton'; and that he would 
teach them all things, and bring to 
their remembrance all things which 
he had ſaid to them. But my opini- 
on upon this article is but the opini- 

on of a weak, fallible perſon; * 5 as 
ſuch, an opinion which you will either 


embrace or reject, as you find it con- 
ſonant with 1cripture or not. And 


Five me leave to affure you, from the 


conviction, and with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity of heart, that neither 
my opinion'of this creed, nor the creed 
I eff nor any other human confeſſion 
of Faith, is of any importance, or any 
obligation, if it be not conſiſtent with 
the form of ſound words delivered 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. The bi- 
ble, and the bible alone, is, and muft 
be the creed of every chriſtian; ſearch, 


examine it for yourſelves, practiſe its 
precepts to the beſt of your judgment, 


and I may venture to aſſure you, that 


your labour will not be in vain in the 


Lord. 
3 BLESSED 


( 31 ) 


BLESSED Lord, who haſt cauſed 
. all holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning ; grant that we may in 
ſuch a manner hear, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digeſt them, that, by 
patience and comfort of thy holy 
word, we may embrace, and ever 
hold faſt, the bleſſed hope of ever- 
laſting life, which thou haſt given 
us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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